Riidinger, and inject all the bodies which are to be used for practising surgical operations upon with a mixture of carbolic acid, glycerine, and spirit, which seems to remove all the poisonous properties from the bodies, because the numerous small wounds which students receive every year in the classes for operative surgery, and which were formerly often followed by severe and dangerous phlegmonous inflammation, have not presented serious symptoms ill a single instance since I have followed this method of disinfection.
time to carry out, and when the patient came under my care, at 4 p.m., he was very delirious, had a temperature of 40o,9 C., a small pulse of 130 per minute, and the erysipelas had spread over the whole scalp. There was here a probability of getting that unfortunate termination which was formerly so much dreaded in all cases of severe head-injury. Evidently there had been foul-smelling pus pent up in the wound, and this had led to erysipelas. The septic condition of the secretions had affected the small blood-clots which lay in the deep crevices of the wound, and there could be little doubt but that secondary meningitis was imminent. I confess that, having regard to the severity of the septic symptoms, I had very little hope of being able to bring about a favourable state of affairs; however, careful disinfection is always useful and can never do any harm, so I had the patient put under chloroform, then I cut away more of the hair from round about the wound, washed the surrounding parts, which were soiled with blood and discharge, with a 5 per cent, solution of carbolic acid, slit up the overlapping edges of the wound with the scissors to such an extent that the whole floor of the wound was laid bare. By this means I could evacuate some foul pus and blood-clots, the retention of which had doubtless been the cause of the erysipelas and the serious symptoms. I dipped a pad of Bran's wadding in an 8 per cent, solution of chloride of zinc, and disinfected with this the whole floor of the wound, carefully washing and syringing the exposed bare bone. I then put two drainage-tubes in the wound, sewed up the other parts with catgut sutures, injected some 5 per cent, carbolic lotion through the drainage-tubes, washed the surface of the skin with the same, and then put on a Lister's dressing, but without " protective," so that the gauze, which was soaked in per cent, carbolic lotion, might come into direct contact with the secretions from the wound. I ordered the patient an acid drink and some light soup On the other hand, the antiseptic treatment of a fresh wound gives invariably such good results that it may be insisted that every practitioner shall and must employ it.
When one thinks it is now a recognised fact all over the world that wounds which formerly had a protracted and severe course, and frequently terminated fatally, can now, through the employment of the " antiseptic method," be healed up with certainty in a short time and without any risk; when one remembers that in medico-legal cases the punishment of the culprit is always regulated by the immediate and necessary result of the injury?that one and the same blow or stab may, on one occasion, be punished by four weeks' imprisonment, and on another by ten years in a convict prison;?it is devoutly to be wished that legal medicine would 110 longer ignore those great discoveries in surgery, but employ them for the good of those concerned.
